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National Register of Historie Places ~re~ceS.!:iv!£ggl:!.____~--~--~--

i 
Inventory-Nomination Form date~~:~~,r~..~ 'J~ 
See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries-complete applicable sections 

1. Name
 

historic W. M. Hawthorn Farmstead (amended), 7NC-E-46 

and/or common 

2. Location
 
both the north and south sides ;;1£ New Churchmans Road (County 

street & number Road 339) 1350' west of Dela1-tare Route 7 --..JL not for publication 

city, town Christiana XX- vicinity of gn I II' aisaa f 

state Delaware code 10 county New Castle code 002 

3. Classification
 
Category Ownership Status . Present Use 
_district __ public _occupied __ agriculture __~_ museum 
_ bulldlng(s) __ private l unoccupied _--lL commercial ___ park 
__ structure ---.1L both _ work In progress _ educational _ private residence 
.JL site Public Acquisition Accessible _ entertainment ___ religious 
~_object __ In process __ yes: restricted __ government ~_ scientific 

_~ being considerfild ~ yes: unrestricted _ Industrial _lL. transportation 
_no _military ~ other: Fallow 

4. Owner of Property 

name Delaware D.O.T. 

street & number P. 
Dover, DE 

O. Box 778 
19903 

/ 2024 Dupont Bldg. 
7 Hilm., DE 19898 

/ 200 Airport Road 
7 IJew Castle, D-E~i9720~~-~----~~_·--

city, town _ Vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description
 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. New Castle ReGorder of Deeds 

street & number City/County Building, 800 French Street 

city, town Wilmington state Delaware 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
 
Delaware Cultural Resouree Survey, ~-62G4; ..\ Cultural Resources ~urveJ of the Proposed 

title imal1 zation of ney CbJirch'mans 'goad. has tms property been determined eligible. ..x. yes _ no 

date November 1981 _ federal .....x.... state _ county __ local 
-------~._.-._----,~ -.._--~,,~ 

Delaware Bureau of Archaeology / Delaware Department 
depository for survey records and Historic Preservation / of Transportation 

Dover, Delaware 
city, town Dover, Delaware / state 
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----------------------------7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
__ excellent ---X... deteriorated ---X..- unaltered A- original site 
JL.good -X.. ruins __ altered __ moved date _ 
__ 'air -X- unexposed 

De.crfbe the pr•••nt and original (it known) physical appearance 

The W. M. Hawthorn Farmstead is an historic farmstead situated on New Churchmans Road 
approximately one-third mile west of Delaware Route 7 and two-thirds miles east of Delaware 
Route 4 (see Figure 1 t USGS Quad map). It is a mid-19th century farmstead which appears 
(as one of numerous farmsteads in the area) on Beer's Atlas of Delaware (1868) and contains 
a currently undefined late 18th century occupation. Centered around a now-demolished •probably mid-19th century residences structure, the site includes: 1) a brick lined 
(probable) drain between the house rubble and New Churchmans Road (Photo 5); 2) a 20'x40' 
above ground cement barn or stable foundation approximately 150' south/southeast of the 
rubble (Photo 6); 3) a brick-lined subsurface feature (probably a cistern) approximately 
250' south of the rubble (Photo 7); 4) a subsurface stone foundation and nearby mortar 
capped feature located northwest of the rubble (Photo 8 t 9); and 5) a deteriorating stone 
Springhouse located approximately 250' northeast of the rubble and across New Churchmans 
Road (Photo 10) (see Figure 2). 

Encompassing the. site .. today is natural vegetative-.overgrowth '-lh1ch.,inturn,.is sur
rounded·by well·'drained farmland' (Photo 1)'; except for the overgrowth and demolition and 
deterioration of above ground structures the site probably looks much the same as it did 
during its active periods of occupation (Photo 2 t 3). The boundaries of the site, deter
mined by the disjunction between vegetative overgrowth and fallow agricultural fields on 
the south side of the road and by the property's boundary and arbitrarily on the north 
side of the road t are: beginning 1100' west of the center of Delaware Route 7, heading 
S390 W 420't thence N720 30'W 45't thence N160 30'W 440' to a property corner, thence across 
New Churchmans Road with the former property line of the site N57 0 E 250', thence parallelinR 
the road S70ol5'E 295't thence at a right angle S190 45'W l50'-to the place of beginning in 
the centerline of New Churchmans Road (Figure 2, Photo 1). 

The site-is located: ih'a regioh of very early settlement in northern Delaware. 
Archival research suggests that it may be situated on a tract of land originally patented 
in 1672. The site is located about one-and-one-half miles north of/the'village of 
Christiana (a National Register District), a 17th century town which was an important 
portage point to the Chesapeake Bay into the 19th century. Two 18th century to\'1fiS are 
also located near the site: Ogletown about two miles west, and Stanton about two-and
one-half miles northeast. The farmstead lies in an area of extensive cultural activity 
and specifically appears on an 1868 map, although a deed trace on the site has been un
successful prior to 1872. Although the area has overall remained agricultural in its 
cultural activity. it is currently a region of extensive commercial and public development. 

A photograph taken of the farmstead circa 1960 (Photo 2) while the house and barn! 
stable were still standing indicates that the house was of a vernacular architectural 
style common to the Mid-Atlantic region throughout the 19th century. It appeiJrs to b'_' 
two rooms deep, two rooms wide with a central hallway between them, and two storics high 
with a low pitched roof, wide front porch, internal gable-end chimneys, and a raised 
basement. The only disruptions to the site are the minimal disturbance resulting fro~ 
the overgrowth of vegetation since the end of the site's active occupation (post 19h9. 
see Photo 3), the demolition of the house and deterioration/demolition of Ollt structutl'3, 
and the 1955 construction of New Churchmans Road which separated the Springhouse fror.l the 
rest of the site and entailed the demolition of at least a chickenhouse. 
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Prior to the 1981 archaeological testing at the site, no previous archaeological 
work had been conducted at it. In compliance with Section 106 of the 1966 Historic 
Preservation Act the Delaware Department of Transportation conducted a survey of New 
Churchrnans Road as part of planning for the widening of that road. Surface recon
naissance was conducted along the entire corridor and subsurface testing consisted of 
47 shovel/auger test excavations and 10 test square excavations in the 0.9 mile long 
corridor (aside from those described below which were located at the Hawthorn Farmstead). 
The site was located during the survey, and testing at it was conducted consisting of: 
four (4) test squares and a trench in the i~ediate vicinity of the house rubble, 
surface cJe<ring of and a trench excavatf on across the stone foundation, and three (3) 
test squares in the lower, level area northwest of the house rubble (Figure 2). Exca
vations at the brick foundation/cellar hold of the house (extending about 3.7' below 
the present ground surface) recovered hourelDld ceramics, bottle and window glass, metal, 
and building construction fragments dating to the mid-19th and 20th century. as well as 
undatable bone, and a few late 18th/early 19th century nails (Photos 14, IS, 16, and 17). 
Immediately exterior to the rubble pile, subsoil devoid of cultural artifacts was reached 
less than 0.5' below the present ground surface (Photos 6, 12, 13). Excavated from the 
drain, extending approximately 4.0' belo~ the ground surface, were architectural and 
household items (ceramic and glass) of the 19th and 20th centuries. Excavations in the 
lower, level area recovered late-18th and early-19th century household ceramics, bottle 
glass, and nails and other metal fragments (Photos 14, IS, 16, 17), Although most 
structures contained within the site have been disturbed or destroyed above the current 
ground surface, the subsurface integrity of the site appears to be excellent and should 
provide data of excellent reliability for interpretation. 

Due to off site construction activities, subsequent to the original 7/2/82 
Determination of Eligibility reevaluation of the site area for possible prehistoric 
resources became necessary. Sub-surface dislurbance disclosed a buried soil that 
contained prehistoric artifacts. Excavation of one 5 ft. x 5 ft. test umt and shovel 
tests revealed the presence of buried living floors and a storage/refuse feature within 
the older buried soils (see Photographs 18-21). Diagnostic artifacts included stemmed 
projectile points dating to the time period between 3000 BC and AD 1000. Analysis of 
the soils at the site (Wagner, 1982) shows that the soils are approximately 3000 - 5000 
years old and that they are an in situ deposit buried by later episodes of slope wash 
from the knoll. Therefore t the cultural remains in this area are in place and represent 
patterned deposits that can be correlated with patterned prehistoric behavior. These 
areas are in the site section already determined eligible (see photographs 1-17). 
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8. Significance
 

Period Aree. of Signlflcance--Check and justify below 
-.X.... prehistoric .-lL archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ HIIndscape architecture __ religion 
_1400-1499 .......L archeology-historic __ conservation __ law science 
_1500-1599 --X- agriculture __ economics __ literature \ __ sculpture 
_1600-1699 - architecture __ education __ military __ sociall 
-X. 1700-1799 
-X.. 1800-1899 

- art 
- commerce 

__ engineering __ music 
__ exploration/settlement __ philosophy 

humanitarian 
theater 

-X... 1900 - communications __ Industry __ politics/government __ transportation 
- Invention __ other (specify) 

....clflc dat•• Builder/Architect 

Stetement of Signiflcence (In one paragr.phl 

The significance of the Hawthorn Farmstead lies in the fact that no similar farm
steads in the region have been excavated and reported on for comparative purposes 
related to artifact patterning or distribution. Because archival investigations on 
the site have provided no information of utility in studying the Farmstead, archaeo
logical investigations must be relied upon. Survey results have located one area of 
late-18th/early-19th century artifact concentration at the site distinct from the 
late-19th and 20th century artifacts recovered elsewhere at the site, possibly 
indicating two separate occupations versus a continuous occupation. The site has 
been shown to be· archaeologically undisturbed (except by theconstructioIl .. 9:f.N.ew. 
Churchmans Road which disturbed only the area undecand itunediately.adjacent"to the 
road) and hence can be expected to contain a full complement of recoverable data on 
its entire period(s) of occupation. Specifically, because of the separate, undis~ 

turbed areas of cultural materials dating to differing periods of occupation of the 
site, it probably retains information concerning the variation in spacial utilization of 
a farmstead in the surrounds of the residence structure from the late-18th century 
through the mid-20th century. Hence this site provides the research opportunity to 
gain a better understanding of the changing lifeways of the Delaware farmer through 
time as well as a comparative base for future excavations_at other similar si~es. 

The prehistoric components of the Hawthorn Site are significant in that they are 
likely to yield significant data on regional prehistoric adaptations. Soils and 
artifacts indicate that these remains date to the period between 3000 BC and 1000 AD. 
During this tifn~ period nearby locations are utilized as large semi-sedentary base camps 
(e~g., the Clyde Farm National Register District). The relatively small size of the 
Hawthorn components indicates a small community; however the presence of a storage/ 
refuse pit indicates some degre~ of settlement stability. Thus, the Hawthorn Site 
prehistoric components represent a class of site not yet studied in detail in the 
northern New Castle County, Delaware. Additionally, the site will provide signifi
cant comparative data to study the variable processes of growth in residential 
stability and social complexity in the High Coastal Plain zone U1ap 3). 
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9. rJ~ajor Bibliographical References
 
Beer's Atlas of Delaware (1868) 

O'Connor, Jim, et.aL "A Cultural Resources Survey o~ tbe Proposed Dualization 
of New Churchmans Road," <r!S) 

Wagn:r~ D.P., Peflonal Cpmmuu'I·cationnon Soits Ana1ysis at thenHawthorn Site (l982).
wQ.wrces up t __ f at t.tJ.e...JJe_8IJ ar e _Apt 0..- I_ransportat' on; _OVers DE 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property Awu:oximate1y 8.5 
Quadrangle name Newark East 
UMT References 7.5 Minu te Quadrangle Map 

AlJ...LBJ ~ ~ 
Zone East/ng Northing 

C l.LJ lLLL.LJ l.LLLL.uJ 
ELU~~ 
G L.U LL...LwJ- LL.LLLu...J. 

Quadrangle scale 1: 24, 000 

LL.luJ l.J..hL..U 
Eastlng Northing 

o lJ.J lLL.L...J.J L.Ll..L...L.J.. 
F UJ l.LL..L.u.J lLL--L.w..J
tt-.W···LG.i.UJ .~~ 

Verbal boundary description and justification . ; 

The site is bounded by agricu+tural field~ on the south side of New ChuJ:"chmans Road 
and by' a portion of a property1tneand arbitrarily ou'the north side of 'the'road as 
shown on the accompanying map (l\uleuded li'igm;"Q 2). 
Uat ell atates and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

atate Not applicable code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By
 
name/title Jim 0' Connor, Archaeological Supervisor 

Delaware Department of TJ:"ansp0J:"tation 
organization Environ. and Location Studies Office 

Kevin Cunningham, 
and De1DO! Archeologist and 

June 5, 1982 
dateammended. feb. 25. 1983 

Jay F. Custer 
Asst. Prof. of 
Anthropo10sty, 
Dniv. of Delaware 

street & number P.O. Box' 178' telephone (302) 736-4'642' 

city or town Dover State'."· Delaware 
• ..... -': •• _. • ,'.. ...... • ,.;...," . • . f - ., . , '-,' 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national __ state __ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89
665). I hereby nominate this property for Inclusion In the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

!

- - -. . ~ 

State Historic Preservation~O---.:ff_lc=-.:e:..:.r-=S-:lg~n_a-=tu.::.r:....:e ~ ----,,--........,,-., _ 

title date .< For NPS use only • . . '..:. " :'.' 
...... I oereby certify that this property is Included in the National Register 

r date 

Keeper of the National Register
 

Att\;'st: date
-.--.-..- .._--.._------~. -----------------... 

, Chi€f or Registration no 
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Name: W. M. Hawthorn Farmstead 

Location; vicinity of Christiana, Delaware 

Photographer: Tim O'Brien 

Date: May 14, 1982 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation, 
P.O. Box 778,
 
Dover, DE 19903
 

Description: aerial view of site, looking north
 

Photograph Number: 1 of 17
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Name: W. M. Hawthorn Farmstead 

Location: vicinity of Christiana, Delaware 

Photographer: unknown 

Date: circa 1960 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation, 
p ~O. Box 778, 
Dover, DE 19903 

Description: view of site prior to demolition of house looking west/northwest 
from the intersection of Old Churchmans Road and New Churchmans Road 

Photograph Number: 2 of 17 
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Name: W. M. Hawthorn Farmstead 

Location: vicinity of Christiana, Delaware 

Photographer: Jim O'Connor 

Date: May 17, 1982 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation, 
P.O. Box 778,
 
Dover, DE 19903
 

Description: view of site's current physical 
environment, looking west/northwest from the 
intersection of Old Churchmans Road and 
New Churchmans Road 

Photograph Number: 3 of 17 
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Name: W. M. Hawthorn Farmstead 

Location; vicinity of Christiana, Delaware 

Photographer: Jim O'Connor 

Date: May 17, 1981 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation, 
P.O. Box 778,
 
Dover, DE 19903
 

Description: view of site, looking northwest from 
house rubble pile towards lower, level area 
from which late 18th century artifact 
concentration was recovered 

Photograph Number: 4 of 17 
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Name: w. M. Hawthorn Farmstead 

Location: vicinity of Christiana, Delaware 

Photographer: Ellis Coleman 

Date: May 5, 1981 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation, 
P.O. Box 778,
 
Dover, DE 19903
 

Description: Drain feature after excavation, 
looking northwest 

Photograph Number: 5 of 17 
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Name: W. M. Hawthorn Farmstead 

Location: vicinity of Christiana, Delaware 

Photographer: Jim O'Connor 

Date: May 17, 1981 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation, 
P.O. Box 778,
 
Dover, DE 19903
 

Description:	 Remains of cement barn/stable 
foundation, looking northwest 

Photograph Number: 6 of 17 
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Name: W. M. Hawthorn Farmstead 

Location: vicinity of Christiana, Delaware 

Photographer: Jim O'Connor 

Date: May 17, 1982 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation, 
P.O. Box 778,
 
Dover, DE 19903
 

Description: view of "cistern" at southern end 
of site, looking northwest 

Photograph Number: 7 of 17 
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Name: W. M. Hawthorn Farmstead 

Location: vicinity of Christiana, Delaware 

Photographer: Jim O'Connor 

Date: November 5, 1981 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation, 
P.O. Box 778,
 
Dover, DE 19903
 

Description: Mortar capped feature after backfil1ing 
excavation and stone foundation after removing 
topsoil, looking southeast 

Photograph Number: 8 of 17 
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Name: W. M. Hawthorn Farmstead 

Locatiom vicinity of Christiana, Delaware 

Photographer: Jim O'Connor 

Date: November 5, 1981 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation, 
P.O. Box 778,
 
Dover, DE 19903
 

Description: Mortar capped feature at end of excavation 
(circular capping is outlined from top left to 
bottom right; small circle is shovel test 
excavation), looking north 

Photograph Number: 9 of 17 
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Name: W. M. Hawthorn Farmstead 

Location: vicinity of Christiana, Delaware 

Photographer: Jim O'Connor 

Date: May 17, J982 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation, 
P.O. Box 778,
 
Dover, DE 19903
 

Description: Deteriorating springhouse on north 
side of New Churchmans Road, looking northwest 

Photograph Number: 10 of 17 
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Name: W. M. Hawthorn Farmstead 

Location: vicinity of Christiana, Delaware 

Photographer: Jim O'Connor 

Date: November 5, 1981 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation, 
P.O. Box 778,
 
Dover, DE 19903
 

Description: House founda tion/ceUar hole after 
excavation of test square, looking southeast 

Photograph Number: 11 of 17 
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Name: W. M. Hawthorn Farmstead 

Location: vicinity of Christiana, Delaware 

Photographer: Jim O'Connor 

Date: May 17, 1982 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation, 
P.O. Box 778,
 
Dover, DE 19903
 

Description: 20th century artifacts recovered from 
test excavation in house rubble pile (glass, 
metal, ceramics, shell button, unreadable coin) 

Photograph Number: 12 of 17 
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Name: W. M. Hawthorn Farmstead 

Location: vicinity of Christiana, Delaware 

Photographer: Jim O'Connor 

Date: May 5, 1982 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation, 
P.O. Box 778,
 
Dover, DE 19903
 

Description: late 19th/20th century artifacts 
recovered from test excavation in house rubble 
pile (glass, ceramics, and metal) 

Photograph Number: 13 of 17 
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Name: W. M. Hawthorn Farmstead 

Location: vicinity of Christiana, Delaware 

Photographer: Jim O'Connor 

Date: May 17, 1982 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation, 
P.O. Box 778,
 
Dover, DE 19903
 

Description: late 18th/early 19th century artifacts 
recovered from test excavation in lower, level area 
northwest of house rubble (nails, bottle glass, 
ceramic pipe, ceramic fragments and metal household items 

Photograph Number: 14 of 17 
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Name: W. M. Hawthorn Farmstead 

Location: vicinity of Christiana, Delaware 

Photographer: Jim O'Connor 

Date: May 17, 1982 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation, 
P.O. Box 778,
 
Dover, DE 19903
 

Description:	 late 18th/early 19th century artifacts 
recovered from test excavation in lower, level area 
northwest of house rubble {ceramics and metal button} 

Photograph Number: 15 of 17 
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Name: W. M. Hawthorn Farmstead 

Location: vicinity of Christiana, Delaware 

Photographer: Jim O'Connor 

Date: May 17, 1982 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation, 
P.O. Box 778,
 
Dover, DE 19903
 

Description: late 18th/early 19th century artifacts 
recovered from test excavation in lower, level area 
northwest of house rubble (glass and ceramic fragments) 

Photograph Number: 16 of 17 
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Name: W. M. Hawthorn Farmstead 

Locat~on; vicinity of Christiana, Delaware 

Photographer: Jim O'Connor 

Date: May 17, 1982 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation, 
P.O. Box 778,
 
Dover, DE 19903
 

Description: late 18th/early 19th century artifacts 
recovered from test excavation in lower, level area 
northwest of house rubble (metal: Bale seal (?), 
nails, screw, pewter spoon) 

Photograph Number: 17 of 17 
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Name: W. M. Hawthorn Prehistoric Component 

Location: vicinity of Christiana, Delaware 

Photographer: Tim O'Brien 

Date: December, 1982 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation, 
P.O. Box 778,
 
Dover, DE 19903
 

Description: Aerial view of site, looking south
 

Photograph Number: 18
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Name: W. M. Hawthorn Prehistoric Component 

Location; vicinity of Christiana, Delaware 

Photographer: Lori Frye 

Date: September, 1982 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation, 
P.O. Box 778,
 
Dover, DE 19903
 

Description: Square 57, West wall profile
 

Photograph Number: 19
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Name: W. M. Hawthorn Prehistoric Component 

Location: vicinity of Christiana, Delaware 

Photographer: Lori Frye 

Date: September, 1982 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation, 
P.O. Box 778,
 
Dover, DE 19903
 

Description: Feature 1 and Feature 2 

Photograph Number: 20 
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Name: W. M. Hawthorn Prehistoric Component 

Location; vicinity of Christiana, Delaware 

Photographer: Kevin Cunningham 

Date: February, 1983 

Location of Negative: Delaware Dept. of Transportation, 
P.O. Box 778,
 
Dover, DE 19903
 

Description: Square 57 diagnostic artifacts
 

Photograph Number: 21
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